

ENACTED 2/23/16


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission:

ORDINANCE 2016-73-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE; DESIGNATING THE H. & W.B. DREW BUILDING LOCATED at 45 WEST BAY Street in between north main street and north laura street, Downtown, jacksonville, FLORIDA, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 7, AS A LANDMARK PURSUANT TO APPLICATION NO.: LM-15-03; DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY THE APPLICANT, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks, where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the property to be designated by this ordinance pursuant to local landmark designation Application LM-15-03 is the H. & W.B. Drew Building, located at 45 West Bay Street in between North Main Street and North Laura Street, downtown, Jacksonville, Florida in Council District 7(“the Subject Property”); and 
WHEREAS, the application for local landmark designation was filed by Kevin T. Gay, as managing member of 45 Bay Street, LLC, the property owner, via letter dated July 14, 2015, requesting designation. A copy of said letter is more fully set forth in the Designation Application and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is on file as a Composite Exhibit 1, and incorporated by reference herein (“the Application and Report”); and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property is the only remaining commercial structure directly associated with one of Jacksonville’s oldest businesses, H. & W.B. Drew Printing Company (“the Company”), which operated for over 135 years from 1855 to 1990; and
WHEREAS, approximately in 1895, the H. & W.B. Drew Printing Company expanded its operations to the Subject Property. After the 1901 Fire, a new building of pressed brick and cast iron framed storefronts was constructed to house the Company. In 1911, the construction of a third-story, the plans of which were reportedly drawn by Henry John Klutho, was completed. By 1921, the Company further expanded its operations across the street at 22 & 30 West Bay Street and the Subject Property was mainly used for retail sales; and

WHEREAS, following the continued reduction in its retail inventory, all functions of the Company were relocated away from the Subject Property, and, by 1932, the Subject Property housed Morgan’s Department Store, which was owned by former State Senator Fletcher Morgan; and

WHEREAS, in 1976, after the Subject Property was condemned and scheduled for demolition, James E. Clements and Peter L. Rumpel convinced the city to stop the demolition of the Subject Property to allow them to rehabilitate the Subject Property; and 

WHEREAS, in 1982, six years after the rehabilitation was completed, the Subject property was gutted by a fire. Clements and Rumpel were able to remove the third floor and salvage materials to rebuild the first and second floors; and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property remains suitable for preservation or restoration based on its Renaissance Revival Style, which is not common in Florida due to the state’s late development. The defining characteristics include the unique division of the ground floor and the second story of the building by distinct horizontal sections by string or belt courses with each floor articulated differently by varying window types and sizes, single light sashes, cast iron columns on the entryway, and prominent cornices; and


WHEREAS, the property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the Subject Property have been notified of the intent to designate the Subject Property as a local landmark; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a local landmark, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Application and Report; and
WHEREAS, the application met four of the seven standards required for local designation; and

WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a local landmark; and

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2015, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the designation of the Subject Property as a local landmark (the proposed minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are on file as Composite Exhibit 2); and

WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to contribute to  the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated as a local landmark; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the H. & W.B. Drew Building, located at 45 West Bay Street in between North Main Street and North Laura Street, downtown, Jacksonville, Florida in Council District 7, as described in the Application and Report (Composite Exhibit 1), as a local landmark.

Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies at least four (4) of the seven (7) requisite criteria for designation as a local landmark as set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code, and as more fully set forth in the Application and Report (Composite Exhibit 1).

Section 3.

Landmark Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a local landmark on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 4.

Notice of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify the applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a local landmark.


Section 5.

Recording of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 6.

Effective Date.  The enactment of this ordinance constitutes a quasi-judicial action of the City Council and therefore shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:
     /s/ Sondra R. Fetner_____
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Sondra R. Fetner
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